ONE DAY STATE LEVEL WEBINAR ON "‘WOMEN AND NATURE : IN THE
PERSPECTIVE OF ECOFEMINISM’

Organised by Equal Opportumity cell (formerly Women Cell), Hooghly Women'’s College
Date : 14.07.2021 Time : (11AM-1PM)

Speaker 1 : Dr. Sanchali Banerjee, Assistant Professor in Philosophy, Bejoy Narayan
Mahavidyalaya, Itachuna, Hooghly

Speaker 2 : Dr. Joydeep Saha, Assistant Professor and Head (UG and PG), Department of
Geography, Bijoy Krishna Girls College, Howrah

Theme of the webinar :

Ecofeminism, also called ecological feminism, branch of feminism that examines the
connections between women and nature. Its name was coined by French feminist
Francoise d’Eaubonne in 1974 to raise awareness about interconnections between
women'’s oppression and nature's domination in an attempt to liberate women and nature
from subordination. Ecofeminism uses the basic feminist tenets of equality between genders,
a revaluing of non-patriarchal or nonlinear structures, and a view of the world that respects
organic processes, holistic connections, and the merits of intuition and collaboration. To
these notions ecofeminism adds both a commitment to the environment and an
awareness of the associations made between women and nature. Specifically, this
philosophy emphasizes the ways both nature and women are treated

by patriarchal (or male-centred) society.

One of the first ecofeminist movements in India occurred in the 1970s, known as
the Chipko Movement, the movement aimed to be a non-violent protest against
deforestation in the region of Uttarakhand. The term chipko means to embrace. It
was one of the first movements where the majority of the leaders were women,
who were protesting against the loss of natural resources in Uttarakhand. In the
1960s and 70s there was mass felling of trees in the Himalayan region due to a rise in
demand for commercial logging. Many deciduous forests in the region were felled and this
led to waterlogging and loss of natural soil cover. It impacted the women in the region since
they remain the primary resource managers. As a response to the rising commercialisation
and reduction of forest cover the women in the region of Reni in Uttarakhand silently
protested by embracing two thousand trees that were scheduled for felling.
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One Day State Level Webinar, 14" July’ 2021

On
Women and Nature : In the Perspective of Ecofeminism
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